Mr. Prime Minister, 
Respecting the position of the Prime Minister of the Republic of Armenia, I have to state that you, by your personal characteristics as a highly experienced manager, who isto manage such a complex socio-economic mechanism as the Republic of Armenia, do not meet modern challenges.

For not making unsubstantiated statements, I have to bring a number of examples of your work, as a result of which we have what we have, i.e. an economically dysfunctional country, total poverty, semiliterate youth, social tensity and other negative phenomena, the most important of which the steadily expanding migration flow from the country.   
Thus:
· With the assumption of the office in 2008 as the Prime Minister you “accidentally” asserted that the global financial crisis will not strongly affect Armenia, because our economy is virtually closed for external negative influences, and the financial-economic policies of your office will allow have even up to 8-10% GDP growth.  As a result of this policy 14.4% declinein the economy (GDP) of the Republic in 2009 was registered, and Armenia won the penultimate place in the international ranking list. Until now, we are getting out of this "pit".
· Your office led a "large-scale" fight against corruption. Various programs to fight this phenomenon were "designed”,  various commissions were appointed (especially with the participation of foreign experts), seminars and conferences were held, and eventually the republic takes one of the "honorable" places in the corruption rate of in the world. And according to research results published by IMF shadow economy in Armenia is 35% of GDP. 
· A separate symbolic place in the activities of your office takes the fight against poverty. Again we have the same thing: development of various versions of the program, creation of various commissions and councils, seminars and conferences. As a result, according to official statistical data, the 32.4 % of the population is below the poverty line. These are the data of the official statistics, and the reality is simply terrifying. When you and your ministers visit various regions, visit the houses of ordinary people in remote rural communities, especially inShirak, Gegharkunik, Lori and Syunik regions. Moreover, it doesn’t even make sense to go to the distant communities: just visit the hostels in Yerevan, where refugees live in terrible conditions.
For more than 20 years we weren’t able to solve the housing problems of the people suffered the earthquake. 
· The endless healthcare reform systems practically are aimed at only creation of favorable conditions for high ranked officials and their supporters after the end of their “service” at the expense of state and donor funds.  In the result, the healthcare services are so remote and inaccessible for the wider layers of the population, as they were in the 90-es of the previous century. It’s obscure how a citizen can afford a heart operation (vessels bypass surgery) costing more than 3 million AMD in case of 300.000 AMD of the state order or pay from 40.000-60.000 AMD having only 20.000 AMD of monthly pension.  Despite the cheerful reports of the ministers of healthcare the bribery is still actual in this sphere.

· Not once in your speeches you raised the issue of personnel training beginning from the elementary schools and ending by preparation of young scientists. Aren’t the annual Unifies State Exams prompt you and your colleagues that each year the republic loses its future. About 47 % of high school students show low performance. According to the external testing among 4111 pupils of the eleventh grade of 19 high schools, 41 secondary schools and 3 public high schools, the average rating by state standards level A ( minimal level) ofthe Armenian language on 10-point system is 5.1 points, and mathematics is just 3.8 points (the newspaper " GolosArmenii" on 28.11.2013). Those germs of achievements that are being promoted by certain mass media, in general, don’t make weather in this area. Armenia has always been strong by its committed youth. We,the adults, have spoiled them by our own example of money grubbing, bribery, permissiveness, rudeness and impunity. Moreover, every year we create conditions reducing the possibility of obtaining higher education. Practically, the domestic science is in collapse.
I can bring many examples from various areas of our economy, but it’s not the purpose of this letter, but the analysis of the mismanagement of the country.

Well, here are the decisions of your office in recent months:

· Raising the cost of gas and electricity;

· Increasing tuition fees in higher educational institutions;

· Attempt to raise the fees of public transport;

· Introduction of the compulsory component of the pension savings;

· Introduction of the red lines and paid parking for motor vehicles;

· Lawlessness in the sphere of urban development (especially in the capital);

· Predatory use of natural resources;

· Construction of small hydropower plants and widespread violation of environmental regulations;

· Elimination of unemployment benefits;

· Much more.

You have the right to say that some of these problems are not in the frames of your competence, but it is not an argument for a "statesman" of your level.

If you were able to treat the Republic in its socio-economic aspect in the whole, and you weren’t oppressed by your banking past, perhaps, our country and our people would not be in such a desperate situation.

Ironically, between people, who won the war and made the country independent, and the Government of the same country, stand the police.
You and your office are afraid of this people. 
Psychologically, it’s very difficult permanently to live in fear. 
The circumstances took such a turn that a statesman from the Government does not have strict beliefs, usually tells a lie and in practice by his actions "echoes" the certain part of the spoiled and uneducated parts of the society, which want to have all the benefits of the life at the expense of infringement of vital resources of the vast majority of the population.

According to the report of the World Bank Office in Yerevan, Armenia's economy has the second highest level of monopolization of the market among the countries of the former USSR and Eastern Europe. Armenian monopolists control the 60 % of the economy of the country. As a consequence we havethe 18% of the unemployment.

Addressing you, I don’t think I made you discover something new.

I want to understand why our socio- political elite try hard "to saw the branch he is sitting on". Is thirst of having wealth and honor overshadows the apparent sense of responsibility for the fatherland.

In nature and in social relations in the society, as a rule, there is a law of "conservation of balance" – just keep it in mind.

LevonNersisyan
Director of A.D.Sakharov Armenian Human Rights Centre
